NG RED

Charlotte Lessing selecis templing
freats, ranging from one under £3 fo
a specialoccasion buy at over £40

GREAT VALUE

The cheapest great-value
red 1 have come across is
Lor Sevvana Tevprenilfo, a
Towvely. soft, round, silky red
(Majestic. £2.99). Also from
Spain. Dragon Tempraille
2Xxi3. Berberana. lrom
Barros ( Mapestic, £4.99),
which won the Great Value
Trophy red froam the Wine
Challenge. 1T vou buy two
bottles of this latter bargain
you get them lor £3.99 each.

My own great favourite,
which [ gave 1o many at
Christmus. s the Ceorraseud,
from Cavas de Weineri in
Argenting. This blend of
mialbec, cabernet sauvignon
and merlot s a rich, red
and ripe, powerful beauty
ul only £5.99, or £5.49 (or
twn bottles { Majestic).

[ vasived this little known
winery in the Lujan de Cuyo
arca of Mendoza some
vears ago and was seduced
nto buying a superb and
much more cxpensive single
bottle of a Weinert wonder.
[ mever believed be could
proxduce such excellence atl
this price.

Just remember that you
have 1o buy a case of 12
From Majestic, although they
can be mixed, and any price.

AWARD-WINMNERS

Froan the International
Wine Challenge include mwo
from Sainsbury, which e
also great value: the Reserve
Selection Chillean Cafwrney
26 (Silver Medalp ar £4.50
and the Trophy award-
winning Vi Erroazeniz
Mevlor 2004 at £6.40,

The judging is always
done “blind” and it 15 ollen
i grel surprise 1o the judges
o [ banter that some of
their highest awiards go 1o
such bow-priced wines.

Froam Waitrose there is
abways a good assortment

of incxpensive reds. The
beat and most interesting
hargain 1 have come across
15 1ts amaEing £4.99 Pad Max
Marselgn 20004 from the
Languedoc. Marselan is a
relatively new grape, which
is a hybrid of cabernet
sauvignon and grenache. It
has the firm structure of the
cabermet and the elegance
ared dark Frut favours

ol the grenache - greal with
poultry or meal roasis.

Two new Douro DOC
wines include the Al
2003 at only £4.99_ 4 good
gualling number, and
the Afrane Reserva 20060, o
more intense and complex
wine with greal dark fruit
aromas and lasting Mavours,
for £8.99.

If vou want 1o knock out
the February blues with a
stunning ved, the Joek Monn
Caberner Sauvisnon 1900
i the MNagship wine of the
Houghton winery, from
Aunstralia’s Frankland
River region. 1 is powerful,
generons and graceful,

Jack Mann was a lependary
character who produced

51 consecutive vintages in
his lifetime. He would be
prowd of this one, which

is a5 goud as it gets, from
ihe 30-year old vipes.

The lruit is ripe, the
tannins soft but serious and
the “old-fashioned ™ touch
of sediment in the bottle i a
good sign for this wine. Sip
serenely and surremder - amd
do mot even think about the
price, a mere £42.53, (The
Wine Society - see below;
Jeroboams. D20-7259 67 16:
OF Www virginwine.com.

GOOD WINE MNEWS
Wines by mail order and
online have been growing in
acceplance and conlidence.
The Wine Sociely has been
kmewwn for vears for ils high

standard and reliabality,
owned by its members and
o whom it s quite unigue
in the range and selections
ol the mixed casces on offer.
To join, call 01 438-741177
{or visil the website at:
www. thewinesociely.com).
Last auiumn it again won
the Wine Challenge award
for this category.

Another long-established
company, Berry Bros &
Rudd. which has one of the
few surviving 1 8th-century
shop-fromts in 51 James,
London SW1, has become
very modern and wide-
ranging. It is once again a
runner-up in the Mail Crder!
Online Award Category.

Mow it has created the
Berrvs” Wine Club with
wines al all kevels, and
special offers, tastings and
luxury services (08 70-904
4300} www bbr.com). There
are, of course, rare and
costly wines, but Berrys
House Red. ut £4.50 5.
according Lo distinguished
wine expert Michael
Broadbent, “exceptionally
zood value and delicious™,

Private Cellar i= a small,
exclusive privale company
cOvering a range of wines,
[revm rarer vinlages, as well
a5 wines sourced directly
fronm the vineyards. Some

Ihe Lady. 7 1o 13 February 2065

Char ‘Wine
Cormespondart
Charlalie Lessing
has hudjmd
dliskingui

cum:?. She waos ’ 1;
Editor of Good Housskesping
ter many years, and now
conceniroles on writing about
wine and avel,

She was aworded the 1995
Chompagne Tailinger Award
by the Wine Guild of the LK
for her arlicles in The lody.

of them are brilliang and
pricey., others are great value,

This company was
started by three experienced
and talented people who
had spent vears at Comey &
Barrow - Andrew Gordon
is the Managing Director,
Micola Arcedeckne-Butler,
MW, is the Wine Buver,
and Laura Taylor is the
Marketing Head.

They are a lormidable
trio now at Private Celiar
with a ntalising wine
list and many personal
customer services, from
help with special parties,
weddings, cellars and advice.

I am going o recommend
Iwo stunming bargain Coles
du R héne wines at only
£6.50 and £895_ The first
15 Cldteny Bomolivne 20603
aged in oak for four months
and with supple and sofl
tannins, 13% vol. The
second, Chedrcen Beaiecheny
Premier Terrair, M03, aged
in oak for 12 months, is &
big. richer, deeper wine with
greaf length of Mavour and
length, 13.5% vol, It would
stand up well to all meats
and big cheeses.

Roth are excellent value,
but 1 personally would
choose the top one al £2.45
more a bottke. and drink
one glass of the laner rather
than two of the cheaper.

If vou would like 1o
buy a case of either. Privale
Cellar is offering a [0
discount on all orders
that are placed before
I March 2006

To order. contuct
Private Cellar, 51 High
Street, Wicken. Ely,
Cambridgeshire CBE7 5XR
(D 1353-T21999:; fax:
0013333-724074; emuail:
ordersiprivatecellar.couk ).

Please gquote Tie Loy
when ordering.



